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25X1X 1. The press version of the recent detention by the po
25X1X Communists in Mar del Plata was pure fabrication.#

2. Prior to Peronts regime, the Commmnists controlled the construction workers!
union in Mar del Platgy which is one of the strongest trade unions in that
city. After Peron gd#ined power, the union divided into two factions. The
traditional group, controlled by the Communists, became known as the
Sindicato Obrero de la Construccion; the other faction, coritrolled by the
Peronistas, is known as the Union Obrera de la Construccion.  However, at
the time of the threatened strike among the construction workers, the
Communists were- ditectitiy the aqtiVities of both fattiorss ~ - ’

3. Around the.first of June 1949 tﬁe Secretariat of the Confederacion General
del Trabajo (CGT) intervened the Union Obrera de la Construccion and "pub-
licly announced that it refused to recognize the existence of the Sindicato
Obrerc de la Construccion. At the same time the CGT ordered new negotia-
tions for the consideration of a petition for wage increases. The negotia-
tions were to be conducted through the interventor,

i, This measufe was undoubtedly ained at the Communist leaders of the Sifidicato
who had been negotiating the increase. Consequently, they refused to recog-
nize the intervention of the Union and called a strike of all union members,
Communists and non-Communists alike., In view of this action, the police ar-
rested several Communist union leaders. Those detained were as follows:

ae Hecﬁﬁ;r de los Reyes, secret&.ry general of the Sindicato, former Commufist
candidate for provincial de’puty in 1946, and former candidate for major
of Mar del Flata in the Elettdons of 1l March 19L7.
- be Jorge da Costa, leader of the Communist youth in Mar del Plata,

¢. Alberto Maldonado

d. Juan Antonio Rodriguez

e, Volpino Cortez

STATE #‘I’E A

arMyY - # DX AR > FBI

AL e

nat e s



" Approved For Release 2001/03/'05‘{'C|A-RDP(:86-FJ0F457R003000160010-4
| BONFIDENTIAL | !Cg{fwﬂm
. ) nj\ﬂ‘g“h’?q

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
DBX1A RAL AGENG

5. The following Communists would have been arrested had they been in Mar del
Plata at the time of the incident:

" a/V’ Jesus Antonio Besoytaroube s organizational secretary of the Sindicato,
b. Alfredo Bonini, foting member of the Sindicato's committee,

6. Ninety percent of “the construction workers in Mar del Plata are members or
sympathizers of the Argentine Communist Party. . Seventy-five péercent of
the Sindicato's leaders are Communists.

25X1C

-Gomment. Around the end of June 1949 the Argentine press reported
that the police of Mar del Plata, in collaboration with a police delegation
from Buenos Aires, had uncovered a Communist plot and had confiscated propa-
ganda material and arms in Mar del Plata. As a result of thé discovery of
the plot, several leading Communists were detained.
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